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SOUVENIR    of  Abraham   Lincoln. 
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War  is  a  horrid  tiling — it  was  born  in  Hell  and  is  promoted  by  Ratan. 
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Peace-makers  are  God's  children.     Jesus  made  peace  for  them  by  the  Blood  of  His  Cfcss. 
He  is  their  Leader  and  the  promoter  of  "  peace  on  earth." 


ABRAHAM    LINCOLN 

AN  OUTLINE  OF  A  NOBLE  CAREER. 

At  the  100th  Anniversary  of  his  birth  (Feb.  12th,  1909),  he  was  reg-arded  as  A  GREAT 
AMERICAN."  As  time  rolls  on  and  his  Life-Work  is  better  understood,  "Honest  Old 
Abe"  may  yet  be  regarded  as  THE  GREATEST  AMERICAN.  Millions  of  men  to- 
day say  '*  He  A¥as  the  greatest  human  of  the  19th  Century."  Why  did  his  3,000000 
Sailors  and  Soldiers  love  him  ?  ;  because  Abraham  Lincoln  was  altogether  so  loyable  a 
man.  His  herculean  efforts  to  educate  himself,  his  honourable  straightforwardness,  his 
great  grit,    and   his  human   tenderness,   compel  our  admiration,   and    eventually    our    love. 

In  his  early  days  there  was  very  few  Schools,  books  were  scarce  and  paper  \Aas 
too  dear  for  Young  Abe;  he  split  chips  of  white  pine  and  wrote  on  them  sentence  after 
sentence  of  each  book  he  could'  get,  till  he  had  learned  those  books  by  heart.  And  so 
he  raised  himself,  from  Rail  Splitter,  and  Wood  Chopper,  to  County  Surveyor  and  from 
that  to  the  work  of  a  Lawyer.  This  led  him  onto  become  a  Congress  .man  ;  it  was  his 
debates  in  Congress  that  convinced  both  frjend  and  foe,  LINCOLN  was  THE  MAN  for 
President  of  the  Union,  (namely)  the  United  States  of  America.  He  had  already  learned 
to  know  Slavery  in  all  its  horrid  features,   yes,    in  all  its  many-sided  features,  for  he  had 
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Bird's-eye  View  of  the  Passage  of  the  Forts  below  New  Orleans,  April  24th,  1862. 

On  the  Mississippi  Eiver— Six  days  and  nights  in  battle  with  Admiral  Parragut — Explosions,  fire 

rafts,  roar  of  hundreds  of  cannon,  killed  and  wounded,  awful  grandeur  like  the  great  Judgment  Day. 
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studied  Slavery  from  every  known  standpoint.  He  was  convinced  that  Slavery  was  bad 
for  the  Slave  Owner,  and  for  his  family  as  well  as  for  the  Slave,  and  the  children  born 
in  Slavery  ;  bad  for  the  merchant  whose  heart  it  hardened,  bad  also  for  the  whole  people, 
for   "It  is  rig-hteoLisness  (not  cruelty)  that  exalteth  a   Nation." 

It  is  recorded  that  Lincoln  on  one  occasion  was  present  at  a  sale  of  Sla\es  and 
that  his  tender  heart  was  so  hurt  at  the  sight,  that  he  said — if  ever  I  get  a  chance  to 
hit  this  accursed  thing,  (Slavery),  God  helping-  me  I'll  hit  it  tarnation  hard.  He  got  his 
chance  soon  after  becoming  President,  for  the  Slave-holding  States  sought  to  compel 
other  States  to  become  Slave-holding  so  as  to  fasten  the  curse  of  Slavery  on  the  more 
noble  and  free  people  of  the  Northern  States.  Bitter  feelings  were  stirred  and  very  soon 
the  Slave-holding  States  severed  from  the  Union  and  set  up  a  seperate  Government  known 
as  the  ^Confederate  States,  with  Jefferson  Davis  at  its  head.  They  also  sent  raiders 
(Guerillers)  into  the  Northern  Towns  to  kill  and  to  destroy.  This  had  to  be  resisted  and 
so  the  Civil  War  of  North   America  began,    in   1861. 

Lincoln,  himself  a  devout  man  of  God,  had,  like  a  prophet,  long  forseen  that  a 
struggle  between  North  and  South  would  have  to  be,  and  so  bodies  of  rough  riders  of 
the  Cowboy  stamp  were  quickly  organised  and  sent  to  round  up  the  desperado'  raiders 
from  the  South.     (One  of  these   raiders  named    Morgan,  who   had  done  some  destructive 


"  One  of  the  most  terrible  calamities  in  the  American  Civil  War.    '  Seven  of  us  were  picked 
up  alive,  but  all  died  except  three.'      '  This  poor  man  cried,  and  the  Lord  heard  him.' 
The  only  one  not  wounded  or  hurt,  I  will  praise  God." 


work  and  threatened  more,  was  rounded  iip^  captured,  corded,  and  lod.^ed  in  a  Ohio  prison 
by  a  body  of  men  under  Mr.,  afterwards  Col.  F.  Michel,  the  retiring- President  of  the  London 
Branch  U.S.  Civil  War  Veterans.) — A  better  equipped  Army  was  rapidly  formed  on  both 
sides,  and  many  terrible  battles  were  fought  during  the  next  four  years. 

At  the  very  beginning  of  the  War,  however,  the  kind  and  tender  heart  of  Abraham 
Lincoln  must  find  an  outlet  ;  not  content  with  establishing  the  'Sanitary  Commission,' which 
provided  for  and  saw  to  the  temporal  and  physical  welfare  of  the  Soldiers  at  all  camps  and 
on  the  march.  A  '  Christian  Commission  "  had  to  be  set  going  to  please  the  President.  At 
the  Assembly  of  all  the  best  known,  earnest.  Christian  Workers,  whom  Lincoln  called 
together,  he  called  for  a  song,  and  Philip  Phillips,  afterwards  known  as  the  Singing 
Pilgrim,  .sang'. 


YOUR     MISSION. 


If  yon  can  not  on  the  ocean 
Sail  among  the  swiftest  fleet, 

Eocking  on  the  highest  billows, 
Laughing  at  the  storms  you  meet ; 

You  can  stand  among  the  sailors, 
Anchor'd  yet  within  the  bay, 

You  can  lend  a  hand  to  help  them. 
As  they  launch  their  boats  away, 
As  they  launch  their  boats  away. 


Do  not,  then,  stand  idly  waiting 

For  some  greater  work  to  do  ; 
Fortune  is  a  lazy  goddess, 

She  will  never  come  to  you. 
Go,  and  toil  in  any  vineyard. 

Do  not  fear  to  do  or  dare ; 
If  you  want  a  field  of  labor. 

You  can  find  it  anywhere. 

You  can  find  it  anywhere. 
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This  song  so  delig-hted  the  President  that  he  asked  Mr.  PhilHps  kindly  to  sing  that 
piece  over  again.  And  so  with  prayer  and  good  council  the  United  States  Christian 
Commission  was  launched.  Large  tents  or  marquees  were  erected  wherever  the  Soldiers 
could  assemble.  In  these  tents  the  men  could  write  letters,  pens,  ink  and  paper  being 
provided.  They  were  also  used  for  services  whenever  a  Chaplain  could  get  a  few  men 
together.  By  these  useful  Commissions  much  of  the  horrors  of  Avar  were  softened.  This 
was  Lincoln's  wish — the  sensitiveness  of  some  men  is  only  a  sign  of  weakness  ;  they 
feel,  but  cannot  act.  '  With  Lincoln  it  Avas  his  tenderness  that  made  him  strong,  this  action 
being  always  consistent. 

When  someone  sympathised  with  Lincoln  over  a  rude  satire,  when  he  needed  every 
ounce  of  support  possible,  he  said,  "  Give  yourself  no  uneasiness.  I  have  endured  a  great 
deal  of  ridicule  without  much  malice,  and  have  received  a  great  deal  of  kindness  not  quite 
free  from  ridicule.  I  am  used  to  it."  Lincoln  enjoyed  the  peaceableness  and  gentleness 
which  the  Apostle  James  saith  "  Are  from  above."  He  was  a  man  whose  heart  was  stayed 
on  God.  No  Statesman  ever  used  the  language  of  religious  feeling  to  the  extent  that 
Lincoln  did  ;  yet  no  one  has  ever  accused  him  of  hypocrisy  in  doing  so.  Lincoln's  faith 
was  something  more  than  a  mere  assurance.  It  was  a  gift  rather  to  pray  about  than 
to  shout. 
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It  is  true  that  Lincolu  practised  as  a  Lawyer,  but  he  avoided  everything  that  would 
not  become  a  strictly  honourable  man.  He  did  not  accept  clients  whose  case  he  did  not 
consider  to  be  just,  and  this  gave  him  an  immense  power,  both  with  Judges  and  with  all  he 
met  at  the  bar.  He  had  great  ability  in  argument,  with  clear  decisive  logic.  Added  to 
this  he  had,  intuitavely,  the  clever  knack  of  making  friends,  and,  once  made,  his  friends  did 
not  leave  him,  for  somehow  he  had  not  onlv  the  power  to  convince,  but  the  most  loveable 
way  of  retaining  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  all  his  friends.  Even  those  who  disagreed 
with  Lincoln  could  not  help  feeling  the  magic  touch  and  influence  of  a  man,  superior  in 
mind  and  heart  to  the  ordinary  run  of  merely  intellectual  men.  He  won  many  decisions  in 
his  favour  from  the  Judges,  and,  as  his  fame  grew,  his  help  was  sought  by  various  doubtful 
litig'ants.  His  decision,  however,  to  only  advocate  the  cause  of  those  whose  case  he 
considered  to  be  quite  just,  kept  him  out  of  the  clutches  of  these  doubtful,  though  wealthy 
litigants.  And  this  at  a  time  when  to  Lincoln  ever\'  dollar  was  of  the  utmost  importance. 
There  was  solid  reasons  Avhy  he- became  known  as  "Honest  Old  Abe."  In  every  city 
where  he  practised  he  was  not  only  respected,  but  looked  up  to  and  spoken  of  as  the 
coming  man. 

Twenty-five  years  of  Law  was  followed  by  his  election  to  Congress,  where  his 
sterling  qualities  were  tested,  but  the  test  only  seemed  to  bring  out  the  finer  qualities  of 
this  honourable,  amiable,  thorough  Christian.      His  ready  wit  had  stood  by^him  at  the  Bar. 


London    Branch    American    Civil    War   Veterans. 

With  kind  love  to  Comrades  across  the  sea. 


I  wish  that  we  were  able,  just  by  your  side  to  stand, 

And  in  that  good  old  friendly  way  to  clasp  you  by  the  hand. 

But  as  we  are  not  able,  and  this  'we  cannot  do. 

The  next  thing  that's  left  to  us,  is  send  best  love  to  you. — JoHN  Davis, 


In  Cono-ress  also  it  was  a  frequent  friend.  The  stories  told  by  Abraham  Lincoln  also 
helped  to  make  him  famous,  for  he  could  use  the  illustration  of  a  story  or  anecdote  in  a 
most  telling'  manner,  and  so  he  often  relieved  the  pent  up  feeling-  or  tense  emotions  of  a 
crowded  sitting,  at  the  rig^ht  moment  giving  the  relief  needed,  and  yet  guiding  the  thoug^hts 
of  all  to  the  best  possible  issue.  .  ^ 

And  so  his  career  in  Congress  led  on  steadily  and  certainl}-  to  his  elevation  to  the 
hig"hest  office  of  the  State.  Lincoln  as  Lawyer,  as  Congressman,  and  as  President  were 
parts  of  a  whole  which  shew  that  this  highly  intellectual  God  fearing"  man  had  been  raised 
up  in  the  gracious  providence  of  the  All  Seeing'  One,  to  cleanse  the  rising'  American 
nation  from  the  pollusions  and  from  the  curse  of  Slavery.  By  the  end  of  the  Civil  War,  it 
became  known  that  4,000,000  Slaves  had  been  set  free,  and  that  Slavery,  as  an  institution, 
had  been  blotted  out,  not  merely  damped  down.  So  that  this  great  growing"  nation  must 
rtow  more  than  ever  be  governed  by  the  People  for  the  People,  as  Abraham  Lincoln 
announced  in  his  speech  on  the  field  of  Getisburgh,  so  as  to  g"ive  the  g"reatest  amount  oi 
liberty  to  the  greatest  number  of  the  People.  Long  may  Old  G-lory,  the  loved  Stars  and 
Stripes,  wave  o'er  the  land  of  the  free  and  the  home  of  the  brave,  the  land  of  Washington 
and  Lincoln,  Fathers  of  the  Nation. 


AMERICAN    CIVIL    WAR    VETERANS    (LONDON     BRANCH.) 


Laying  Flowers  ou  Graves  of  American  Soldiers  at  Broodwood  Cemetery  on  Decoration  Day. 
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The   American    Civil    War   Veterans    (London    Branch), 

11,   Aslet   Street,   Wandsworth,    S.W.  18. 

President,  Vice-President',  Treastirer, 

Major  Geo.  Haven  Putnam  (Temporary).  Ambrose  Pomeroy,  J. P.  Colonel  R    K.  Bevington. 

Hon.  Secretary,  A.  W.  Fkazier  Smith. 

This  London  Branch  of  Civil  War  Veterans  was  founded  in  1910  by  the  late 
Ensig-n  John  Davis,  a  London  City  Missionary,  who  on  receiving  his  own  pension 
thoug-ht  of  otheri=,  and  on  making  enquiries,  found  that  hidden  away  in  this  g-reat  City 
were  many  oly  Veterans  of  the  Civil  War  who  had  long  since  g-iven  up  hope  of  being 
recognised  and  pensioned  by  a  grateful    Country. 

John  Davis  visited  most  of  the  Lodging  Houses  and  a  great  many  Workhouses 
in  and  around  London  in  his  quest,  and  eventually  succeeded  in  finding  137  Veterans 
of  the  Civil  War,  whom  he  enrolled.  Some  of  those  in  sad  plight  he  took  to  his 
home,  finding  them  board  and  lodging  until  he  could  secure  for  them  the  pensions 
to    which    they    were    entitled. 

His  Mission  Hall  in  Gedling  Street,  Bermondsey,  London,  became  their 
Headquarters,  where  they  had  many  meetings,  which  members  of  the  American 
Embassy  and  Consulate  attended.  John  Davis  passed  away  in  January,  1917.  The 
present   Honorary   Secretary   is   A.   W.    Fraziar  Smith,    also  a'  London  City   Missionary. 
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